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To:  Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Attention: Chief Administrative Law Judge Richard L. Sippel

ENFORCEMENT BUREAU’S RESPONSE TO MARITIME’S
UNAUTHORIZED PLEADING

1. On February 8, 2012, the Enforcement Bureau (Bureau) filed a timely response to

Maritime’s Status Report on Discovery and Request for Partial Extension of Time,'

! See Enforcement Bureau’s Comments on Maritime’s Status Report on Discovery and Request for Partial Extension
of Time, filed February 8, 2012 (Comments).



notwithstanding the Presiding Judge’s interim ruling on Maritime’s extension request,” in order
to ensure that the Presiding Judge has a complete record as he further considers the issue of
Maritime’s document production. In mischaracterizing the Bureau’s February 8th filing as a
petition for reconsideration,’ Maritime has afforded itself the opportunity to file an additional
(and unauthorized) pleading on this issue.* In doing so, Maritime has again muddied the record.

2. The Bureau believes it is in the public interest for the Presiding Judge to have an
accurate record as he considers this issue. Accordingly, the Bureau offers the following
summary of pertinent facts:

e Ofits own volition, and for its own “internal control and accountability”
purposes — and without any guarantee that the Bureau or any other parties
desiring copies of these documents would or could contribute to the expense —
Maritime created a sequentially-numbered set of its twelve (12) boxes of
original documents.’

e Maritime now has — or will have by Monday, February 13, 2012 —a CD of'its
numbered documents that it can copy without additional expense to Maritime,
and from which the Bureau can make copies of the documents at its own
expense.

e Instead of producing or agreeing to produce to the Bureau a copy of this CD,
Maritime is holding the sequentially numbered-versions of its documents
hostage until the Bureau agrees to contribute to Maritime’s cost. If the Bureau
cannot agree to this ransom, Maritime will only provide the Bureau with its
unnumbered, original paper documents.®

? See Order, FCC 12M-8 (ALJ, rel. Feb. 7, 2012). The Bureau construes “interim” as meaning subject to such
information as may come to the Presiding Judge’s attention in the form of a responsive pleading, such as the
Bureau’s instant Opposition.

? See Maritime’s Opposition to Petition for Reconsideration, filed on February 9, 2012 (Opposition).

* Pursuant to Section 1.294 of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.294, replies are not authorized for discovery-
based interlocutory requests.

’ See Opposition at 2. Notably, Maritime chose to have these documents electronically scanned and then numbered
at nearly three times the cost of manually numbering the documents.

¢ Maritime tries to make much of the fact that it has made boxes of the original unnumbered documents available to
the Bureau which remain at the printer and which the Bureau has not inspected. See Opposition at 3. However, as
Maritime is well-aware, it is this very issue which remains in dispute.






CD of its sequentially-numbered documents, from which the Bureau can expeditiously make its

own copies.
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